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The City of Appleton, The Refuge Foundation For The Arts and Fox Communities Credit Union
Orchestrate Community of Appleton to Create ‘Our Song’ and New Welcome City Signs
July 16, 2018 – Children from Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Fox Valley Region joined Grammy nominated, native
son Cory Chisel and Mayor Tim Hanna in the chapel of the Refuge Foundation For The Arts to host a live-streamed
collaborative songwriting session. The goal of the gathering was to engage the children of the community as a
whole to contribute to the creation of ‘Our Song’, a community anthem that aims to represent the diverse talents
and values of the people of this city and community. The hope is that the song might become an enduring and
unifying civic moment at municipal events including but not limited to parades, festivals, ceremonies, or as Chisel
says, ‘around a summer family cookout where a guitar might be feeling left out.’
The participants both present and online were asked to submit statements of what Appleton means to them. ‘Tall
trees', ‘riverwalk’, ‘place where I sleep’ and ‘mom, dad, and family’ were just a few of the many thoughts offered.
These suggestions will comprise the body and imagery of the song to be completed by Chisel.
The song will be debuted by Chisel, his collaborators from Big Brothers/Big Sisters as well as a diverse array of
community members at Fox Communities Credit Union’s, ‘Bike to the Beat’.
A selection of the song’s lyrics will then be used to adorn a series of new welcome signs for the city. These signs—
created by Appleton’s Urban Evolutions and designed by artists from The Refuge Foundation for the Arts— will
greet both locals and visitors alike and extol the diverse talents and creative connections within the city of
Appleton upon the arrival of all. The new welcome signs are sponsored by the City of Appleton, The Refuge
Foundation For The Arts and Fox Communities Credit Union. Both the signs as well as the song will be revealed at
th
Fox Communities Credit Union’s ‘Bike to the Beat’, August 4 , at 1:30pm at Woodward Communications located at
2800 E. College Avenue, Appleton, Wisconsin.
About Refuge Foundation for the Arts: Refuge Foundation for the Arts is a non-profit organization providing sanctuary for the pursuit of creative expression through
music and art. Founded in response to the lack of resources available to artists today, it is the mission of The Refuge to offer patronage and opportunity to creators in a
supportive and collaborative environment. Bordered by the Fox River in Appleton, WI and built in 1935 by Capuchin-Franciscan monks, our beautiful 33,000 square
foot facility houses recording studios, art studios, and artist residences amid ten acres of protected nature, gardens, and orchards. For more information, please visit
www.refugearts.org.
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